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 Hard Times	

• By 1932, 25% of the American 
people are unemployed. 
•  Farmers begin to destroy food 
while city children are starving. 
• People look for work 
anywhere they can. Shoe 
shining, selling apples. 

• Shanty towns spring 
up. “Hoovervilles.”  
• Hoover flags, 
Hoover Blankets. 
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. Hoover’s Response	

• Hoover is unable to deal 
with the problem.  
• “Prosperity is right around 
the corner!” 
• “Soon there will be a 
chicken in every pot”	


I.FDR	

• Born in Hyde Park, New York, in 
1882 to wealthy parents. 
• Attended Harvard University. 
• Distant Cousin of Teddy 
Roosevelt. 
• Marries his distant cousin 
Eleanor Roosevelt. 

• During the 1920’s FDR loses 
ALL use of his legs because 
of Polio. 
• In 1928 FDR becomes the 
governor  of NY. 
• Runs for president in the 
1932 election. 
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• FDR becomes the 32 
president of the U.S. 



5/26/15	  

7	  

I. The NEW DEAL	

•  Promises Americans a “NEW DEAL” 
for the forgotten man! 
•  “The only thing we have to fear is 
fear itself.” 

•  Becomes president during the worst crisis 
since the Civil War 

•  The New Deal gets America moving! 



5/26/15	  

8	  

II. “Alphabet Soup”	

•  During the first 100 days of 
Roosevelt’s Presidency, FDR and 
Congress pass many new laws 
designed to fight the Great 
Depression. 

•  FDR begins a MASSIVE 
government intervention in the lives 
of ordinary Americans. 

• Relief: Help for those 
who have lost everything. 
• Recovery: Getting the 
economy working again! 
• Reform: Make changes to 
ensure that nothing like the 
depression can happen again! 

III.The Election of 1936	

• FDR (D) 
• Alf Landon (R) 
• FDR wins BIG!  

• And I mean BIG 
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1936 Election	


I. The Second New Deal	

•  After the election of 1936 FDR 
begins a series of government 
programs called the “Second New 
Deal.” 
•  Get people back to work. 
• Social Security: At the age of 
65 a person can retire and receive 
regular payments from the 
government. 

II.The 3 R’s	

• Relief, Recovery, 
Reform. 
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• We remain in the 
Great Depression 
through the 1930s	

• What gets us out of 
it????	


•  April 5, 2004 

• R.A.W. 
• Hoover HW 

across 

• AIM 11 
• How did 
FDR plan 
to help? 
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• The exact opposite 
of ????????? 

• Laissez-Faire 
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.Court Packing	

• The Supreme Court has been 
finding many of FDR’s 
programs unconstitutional. 
• FDR feels they are trying to 
destroy the New Deal and he 
comes up with a plan. 

• Every justice over 70 will 
retire, or have another 
justice appointed to “HELP” 
him. 
• FDR plans to add at least 6 
more justices! 
• Why? 
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• The American people are 
outraged! 
• Even though they gave FDR 
the biggest win in election 
history in 1936, the American 
people don’t want him to 
MESS with the Constitution. 

HOW MANY SEATS?? 
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I. NEW DEAL 
OPPONENTS	


• Father Charles Coughlin:	


• Francis Townsend:	


• Huey Long: 	


I. Against the New Deal and FDR	

 Father Coughlin-1935-- “The Radio 
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
Priest”	

– Anti-Semitic/pro-NAZI	


• Huey Long- Share Our Wealth 
Society 1935	

– $5,000 to every family	

– Francis Townsend: Old age pension	


• The Liberty League-1934	
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I New Deal Opponents.	

Huey Long: New Deal not doing 
enough! “Share Our Wealth” program.	

Father Charles Coughlin: Radio Priest. 
FDR should attack big business.	

Francis Townsend: Old age pensions. 
Becomes the basis of Social Security. 	


 The Impact of the New Deal	

• Changes the way Americans 
look at the government. 
• Government becomes somewhat 
responsible for the welfare of 
ordinary citizens 
• FDR destroys Laissez-Faire! 


